
Worship part 2 

Prayer

Some key passages on prayer 
and worship

Prayer and the Temple 

1 Kings 8:22-34



Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in 
the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread 

out his hands toward heaven, and said, “O LORD, God 
of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or 

on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing 
steadfast love to your servants who walk before you 
with all their heart; you have kept with your servant 

David my father what you declared to him. You spoke 
with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it 

this day.

Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep 
for your servant David my father what you 

have promised him, saying, You shall not lack 
a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, 
if only your sons pay close attention to their 
way, to walk before me as you have walked 
before me.’ Now therefore, O God of Israel, 
let your word be confirmed, which you have 

spoken to your servant David my father.

“If a man sins against his neighbor and is made 
to take an oath and comes and swears his oath 

before your altar in this house, then hear in 
heaven and act and judge your servants, 

condemning the guilty by bringing his conduct 
on his own head, and vindicating the righteous 

by rewarding him according to his 
righteousness.



“When your people Israel are defeated 
before the enemy because they have sinned 
against you, and if they turn again to you and 
acknowledge your name and pray and plead 
with you in this house, then hear in heaven 

and forgive the sin of your people Israel and 
bring them again to the land that you gave to 

their fathers.

Luke 19:45,46 

And he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold, saying to them, “It 

is written, My house shall be a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 

robbers.”

Prayer and the early gatherings 

Acts 1:14 

All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
his brothers.



Prayer beyond words

1 Samuel 1:11-14 

And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if you 
will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and 

remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to 
your servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the 

days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed 

her mouth. Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips 
moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her 
to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to her, “How long will 

you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you.”

Bad Prayer



Matthew 6:2 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound 
no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, 

that they may be praised by others. Truly, I 
say to you, they have received their reward.

Matthew 6:7,8 

“And when you pray, do not heap up 
empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they 
think that they will be heard for their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him.

Prayer as: 

Worship 
Allegiance 

Asking even if we are the means 
Spiritual moral restoration 

Spiritual immoral avoidance 



Matthew 6:9-13

Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

Prayer as asking with right attitude 

James 4:2,3 

You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 

spend it on your passions.



Prayer as endurance 

Luke 18:1-3 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought 
always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain 

city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. And there was a widow in that city who 
kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against 

my adversary.’

Prayer as confession and  healing 

James 5:16 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another 
and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working.

Prayer and World Leaders 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for 
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 

peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is 
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who 

desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth.



Applying prayer to the Sunday 
Gathering


