
Spiritual Giftedness

Form 
Function 

Goal

Form is variable and always negotiable (how) 

Function is the overriding non-negotiable 
category (what) 

Goal is the deeper action and behavior that is 
tied to faith and understanding in Christ (why)



The 3 Major Passages on 
Giftedness

Romans 12 
1 Corinthians 12 

Ephesians 4

What is the form ? 
What is the function? 

What is the goal of giftedness?



Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 

of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to 

everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 

God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 
our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one 
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 

who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:1-31

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to 

mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I want you to understand 
that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” 

and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.



For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 

whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the 

body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable 
we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 

greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But 
God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that 

lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 

together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God 

has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and 

various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
And I will show you a still more excellent way.

Ephesians 4:7-16 

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 
Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
and he gave gifts to men.” 

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above 
all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.



Giftedness and the church today as 
it relates to form, function and goal


