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Worship and the New Testament

The main Greek verb for “worship” is 
προσκυνέω.  It literally means to bow 
down. It can refer to  “respect” in the 

context of human to human 
interaction. In the context of human 

to God/god it means “worship.” 

There are close to 60 uses of 
προσκυνέω in the New Testament.



6 times it is the posture of respect 
(Mt 8:2, 9:18, 15:25, 18:26, 20:20; 

Rev 3:9)

1 time of an evil spirit bowing 
to Jesus (Mk 5:6)

But the overwhelming use is in the context of the 
worship of God, or a false god (49x). This 
“worship” is almost always outside of the 

corporate gathering. Only one time is the term 
“worship” used in the corporate setting, but 

even in this instance one could attend a 
corporate religious service and not worship God. 



2 times in Satan asking Jesus 
to worship him (Mt 4:9; Lk 4:7)

3 times human were told not to 
bow down/worship to another man 

(Acts 10:25; Rev 3:9, 19:10, 22:8)

10 times in the context of worshiping evil spirits 
or evil persons to come, such as the Beast (Rev 
9:20; 13:4(2x),8,12,15; 14:11; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4)



5 times it is of the worship of God 
in his heavenly throne room  (Rev 

4:10; 11:1; 14:7; 15:4; 19:10)

21 times it is of the general 
worship of God

There are 8 significant and specific usages of 
good “worship.” 7 are not in the context of 

corporate worship, leaving only 1 in the context of 
corporate worship, but even this one is unusual.



Matthew 2:2 
Matthew 2:11 
Matthew 14:33 
Matthew 28:9 
Matthew 28:17 

Luke 24:52 
John 9:38 

1 Corinthians 14:25 

What are your observations 
from these 8 passages?

An important note is the translation “worship” in 
Romans 12:1, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship.” The translation 
“worship” is not of the verb προσκυνέω, but the 
noun λατρεία, which refers to “religious service.” 
“Spiritual service of worship” is the translation of 

λατρεία.



Other important passages about 
the gathering of Christians

Ephesians 5:18-20 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the 

Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 

Acts 2:42 

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.



Acts 20:7-12 

On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 
break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the 

next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. There were 
many lamps in the upper room where we were gathered together. 

And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window 
sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was 

overcome by sleep and fell down from the third floor and was 
picked up dead. But Paul went down and fell upon him, and after 
embracing him, he said, “Do not be troubled, for his life is in him.” 
When he had gone back up and had broken the bread and eaten, 

he talked with them a long while until daybreak, and then left. They 
took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted.

Hebrews 10:24,25 

and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as 

you see the day drawing near. 

1 Corinthians 14:24-40 

Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers 
enter, will they not say that you are mad? But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he 
is convicted by all, he is called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on 
his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.  What is the outcome then, brethren? 

When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at 
the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in 

the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others 
pass judgment. But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep silent. For you 
can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; and the spirits of prophets are 

subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. The 
women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, 
just as the Law also says. If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is 
improper for a woman to speak in church. Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it 

come to you only? If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write 
to you are the Lord’s commandment. But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. Therefore, 

my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues. But all things must be 
done properly and in an orderly manner. 


