
Worship
Class 1: Worship in the Old Testament

Various Settings of Worship 
1. Individual Worship Outside of the Temple


2. Individual Worship Within the Temple


3. Corporate Worship Around the Temple during Feast Days


Various Activities Involved with the 
Aforementioned Settings 

1. Personal Worship Outside of the Temple: Humble Acknowledgement in 
Prostrate Position


2. Personal Worship Within the Temple: Confession, or Thanksgiving included 
with Offering, Sacrifice, and Prayer


3. Corporate Worship Around the Temple during Feasts: Confession, 
Thanksgiving, Adoration, Remembrance of Past Deliverance, Sacrifice, Music, 
Dancing, and Prayer  
(1 Kings 8:22-53)



Corporate Worship 
• Was only allowed in the Temple in the Temple in Jerusalem


• Centered around the sacrifice/offering, which could only be done by the priests


Various Hebrew Terms for Worship and Praise 

Usual Term for Worship



shahach- bow down in respect in the context of human interaction ׁשָחָה
worship in the context of God


Terms for behavioral activity in worship (audible)



yadah, to confess - יָָדה


zamar, musical praise - זָמַר


tehillah, praise - ּתְהִּלָה

halal, praise as boast - ָהלַל

General Observations of Good and Bad 
Worship in the Old Testament 

1. The examples of personal worship outside of the Temple usually were depicted as good as 
they were critical realization moments in the life of an individual 

2. Corporate Worship around the Temple had good moments, but at the end always drifted into 
bad worship, because corporate worship could not be separated from obedience to God




Examples of Personal Worship 
Outside of the Temple 

Genesis 22:1-8 (Abraham)

Genesis 24:22-27 (Eliezer)

Genesis 47:29-31 (Jacob)

Judges 7:13-15 (Gideon)

Job 1:18-21 (Job)

Genesis 22:1-8 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 
and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. 
So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

Genesis 24:22-27 
When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a 
half shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, and 
said, “Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father's 

house for us to spend the night?” She said to him, “I am the daughter of 
Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” She added, “We have 

plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend the night.” The man 
bowed his head and worshiped the LORD and said, “Blessed be the LORD, 

the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love 
and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the LORD has led me in 

the way to the house of my master's kinsmen.”



Genesis 47:29-31 
And when the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and 

said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under my 
thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, but 

let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burying 
place.” He answered, “I will do as you have said.” And he said, “Swear to me”; 

and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed.

Judges 7:13-15 
When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And 

he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it 

fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” And his comrade 
answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man 

of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”


As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he 
worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the 

LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand.”

Job 1:18-21 
While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and 

daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, and 
behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four corners 

of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I 
alone have escaped to tell you.”


Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the 
ground and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's 

womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”



Statements of Bad Worship

Isaiah 1:10-17 
Hear the word of the LORD,


you rulers of Sodom!

Give ear to the teaching of our God,


you people of Gomorrah!

“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?


says the LORD;

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams


and the fat of well-fed beasts;

I do not delight in the blood of bulls,


or of lambs, or of goats.

“When you come to appear before me,


who has required of you

this trampling of my courts?

Bring no more vain offerings;


incense is an abomination to me.

New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—

I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.

Your new moons and your appointed feasts


my soul hates;

they have become a burden to me;


I am weary of bearing them.

When you spread out your hands,


I will hide my eyes from you;

even though you make many prayers,


I will not listen;

your hands are full of blood.


Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;

remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;


cease to do evil,

learn to do good;


seek justice,

correct oppression;


bring justice to the fatherless,

plead the widow's cause.



Isaiah 29:13 
And the Lord said:


“Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a 
commandment taught by men,

Malachi 1:6-11 
“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my 
honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O 
priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ By 
offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By 
saying that the LORD'S table may be despised. When you offer blind animals in 
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not 
evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the 
LORD of hosts. And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. 
With such a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the LORD of 
hosts. Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might 
not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, 
and I will not accept an offering from your hand. For from the rising of the sun to its 
setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense will be 
offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the 
nations, says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 2:1-9 
And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, if you will not take it to 
heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse upon 
you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not 
lay it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung 
of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it. So shall you know that I have sent this 
command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. My 
covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a covenant of 
fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his mouth, and 
no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people 
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But 
you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. 
You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, and so I make you 
despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but 
show partiality in your instruction.”


