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Discipleship Foundry
Acts 2
Week Three

Agenda
First Hour:

● Sermon Review (E-T-H)
● Prophecy Review
● Skills

○ Then-Always-Now outline

Second Hour:

● Acts 2: 37-41
● Ecclesiology: “Use of Means”

Sermon Review
Was exegetical work clear?

Was theological work clear?

What was main homiletical point?

Was process from exegetical to theological to homiletical clear?

Were the homiletical points relevant applications from the theology of the 
passage?
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Prophetic Trajectory of Images

Original 
Prophecy

Immediate 
Fulfillment

Christological 
Fulfillment

Eschatological 
Fulfillment

Trajectory of Fulfillm
ent

Daniel’s Statue Prophecy
Preterist Interpretation: already happened

Futurist Interpretation: will happen

Idealist Interpretation: always happening

Trajectory of Images

Grant Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral
The question of fulfillment is also quite difficult. Here we might note the debate over the 
“double fulfillment” or “multiple fulfillment” of passages like Daniel 9:27, 11:31 and 12:11 (the 
“abomination which makes desolate”). The prophecy was originally fulfilled when Antiochus 
Epiphanes forced the Jews to sacrifice pigs on the altars and entered the holy of holies in 167 
B.C. However, it was fulfilled again in the destruction of Jerusalem and will be fulfilled a final 
time in the end-time events (Mk 13:14 and par.; cf. Rev 13:14). The same is true of the Joel 
prophecy (Joel 2:28-32) alluded to in the Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:17-21). It too pointed 
beyond Pentecost to the eschaton. Willem VanGemeren (1990:82-83) prefers the term 
progressive fulfillment, considering these to be promises that continue to grow at each stage 
of their witness (from the historical situation to the later redemptive periods, from exile to 
postexilic to New Testament to the church period). 
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Grant Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral
These are more than prophecies of events but promises of God’s intervention throughout 
history. So there is a progress in redemption that makes the eschatological promises new in 
every era. I believe the answer is twofold. First, I prefer to use the term analogous (or 
typological ) fulfillment to describe promise fulfillment. The terms double or multiplex are 
unnecessary, for the New Testament writers would see analogous situations in salvation 
history and link them prophetically. Second, the key is the Jewish concept of the telescoping of 
time. In God’s acts within history a conceptual link would equate such analogous situations (“a 
thousand years are like a day” [2 Pet 3:8] amalgamates past, present and future). Therefore, 
the New Testament could draw together Antiochus Epiphanes (past), the destruction of 
Jerusalem (present) and the eschaton (future).

Osborne, Grant R.. The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Introduction to Biblical Interpretation . InterVarsity Press.

Skills: Then-Always-Now Outline
Purpose:

- Highlight the various exegetical, theological, and hermeneutical steps that 
you are making as you interpret the passage

- Helps you ground the message in its original context while applying it to 
a contemporary audience

Skills: Then-Always-Now Outline
THEN Statements:

● Summarize your interpretive understanding about the text.
● Describe what the author was saying to the original audience; therefore, 

avoid pronouns like “we” and “us” or reference to Christians in general.
● Example from Galatians 1:1-5: 

○ Paul greets the Galatians warmly, reminding them of his God-
appointed apostleship and the sacrifice of Jesus which brought them 
salvation.
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Skills: Then-Always-Now Outline
ALWAYS Statements:

● Summarize the universal truth or revelation about God that comes out of 
the text.

● Capture your theological understanding about the text.
● These statements are general in nature, not rooted to any particular 

culture or audience – ancient or modern.
● Example from Colossians 1:3-8: 

○ God uses faithful individuals to bring the gospel into a community, 
where it bears fruit resulting in faith and love.

Skills: Then-Always-Now Outline
ALWAYS Statements:

● Apply the universal truth to your particular audience 
● Articulating these ideas as imperatives can sharpen their focus.
● These statements depend heavily on the nature and needs of your current 

audience. They could be different for teaching high school seniors 
compared to young married couples or retired seniors.

● Example from 1 Timothy 4:11-15 for Junior High teaching: 
○ Even junior high students can be strong leaders. Set an example for 

others to follow by discovering your gift and living it out.

Skills: Then-Always-Now Outline
Example from 1 Timothy 1:3 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you 
may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 nor to devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than 
God's work-- which is by faith.

● THEN: Paul urges Timothy as a teacher to help people avoid theological 

controversies, and focus on faith in God instead.
● ALWAYS: Biblical teaching should promote faith in God, not controversial ideas.
● NOW: Are you more concerned with being right theologically than growing your 

faith in God?
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Intermission

Agenda
First Hour:

● Sermon Review (E-T-H)
● Prophecy Review
● Skills

○ Then-Always-Now outline

Second Hour:

● Acts 2: 37-41
● Ecclesiology: “Use of Means”

Acts 2:37-41
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to 
them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." 40 And with many other 
words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation." 41 So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.  
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Now when      they   heard this
they   were cut to the heart, and

said
to        Peter and

the rest
of the apostles,

"Brothers, what shall we do?" 38

From Bock 
commentary 
on Acts

And                    Peter said    to        them,
"Repent and
be baptized

every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and

you will receive
the gift

of the Holy Spirit. 39

For the promise is
for you and
for your children and
for all who are far off,

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.
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And with many other words

he       bore witness and
continued to exhort them,
saying,

"Save yourselves
from this crooked generation." 41

So those were baptized
who received his word, and

there were added that day about
three thousand souls.

Charles Finney on “use of means”
“A Revival of Religion is not a Miracle”

It is not a miracle, or dependent on a miracle, in any sense. It is a purely philosophical 
result of the right use of the constituted means—as much so as any other effect 
produced by the application of means.

I said that a revival is the right use of the appropriate means. The means which God 
has enjoined for the production of a revival, doubtless have a natural tendency to 
produce a revival. Otherwise God would not have enjoined them. But means will not 
produce a revival, we all know, without the blessing of God.

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-20/from-archives-lectures-on-revivals-of-religion-1835.html

Charles Finney on “use of means”
I wish this idea to be impressed on all your minds, for there has long been an idea 
prevalent that promoting religion has something very peculiar in it, not to be judged of 
by the ordinary rules of cause and effect; in short, that there is no connection of the 
means with the result, and no tendency in the means to produce the effect.

Just such results will follow from the church’s being persuaded that promoting religion 
is somehow so mysteriously a subject of Divine sovereignty, that there is no natural 
connection between the means and the end. What are the results? Why, generation 
after generation have gone down to hell, while the church has been dreaming, and 
waiting for God to save them without the use of means.

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-20/from-archives-lectures-on-revivals-of-religion-1835.html
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Charles Finney’s New Measures
● Allowing women to pray in mixed settings
● The “anxious bench”

○ A pew at the front of the church, where those who felt a special urgency about their salvation could 
sit.

● Informal prayers in “vulgar” language

These created much controversy. Was Finney helping people to experience the power 

of God in a way they understood? Or manipulating their emotions for purposes of 
spiritual persuasion?

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/evangelistsandapologists/charles-finney.html


