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Discipleship Foundry
Acts 2

Week Two

Agenda
First Hour:

● Background Review
● Skills Review

○ Analytical Outline
○ Word Studies

Second Hour:

● Acts 2 background
● Acts 2:1-13

Background Review
Historical Background

Cultural Background

Theological Background
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Exegetical - Theological - Homiletical Method

EXEGETICAL

THEOLOGICAL

HOMILETICAL

● What did the original text mean to the 
original audience?

● What did the text mean THEN?

● What eternal truth does this text teach?
● What does the text mean ALWAYS?

● What application does this text 
have for an audience today?

● What does the text mean NOW?

Tools: Analytical Outline
o Looking for author’s intent and internal structure of thought
o Graphical representation of flow of sentence
o Helps to identify parallel structures of thought and development
o Method:

• Begin each new thought on left margin
• Indent each modifier under verb / noun / phrase that it modifies
• List parallel ideas or items under one another
• Identify major logical conclusions (“therefore”, “but”, “for”, etc.)
• Change word order to illustrate structure
• Form columns of similar word structures

1 John 1:1-4
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1 John 1:1-4

Analytical Outline
More art than science -- find the method that helps you for that passage

Use this as basis for other observations on text

Save everything

Others?

Tools: Word Studies
Purpose is to understand the original meaning of word used and the intention of the 
author in this particular usage

Method:
● Meaning of original word (Greek / Hebrew lexicon)

○ Etymology or original word (where word came from)
○ Other ways the same word is translated

● Concentric circles of word usage (Concordance)
○ In this book
○ By this author
○ In this testament
○ In the Bible

● Nuances or contrast caused by context of particular usage
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Tools: Word Studies
Use Blue Letter Bible for Word Studies

Do “phrase studies” as well (e.g. “mighty works of God”)

Intermission

Agenda
First Hour:

● Background Review
● Skills Review

○ Analytical Outline
○ Word Studies

Second Hour:

● Acts 2 background
● Acts 2:1-13
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Acts 2 Background
OT Background

Three Pilgrimage Festivals: Passover, Shavuot (Pentecost), Sukkot (Booths)

Ministry of Jesus

Acts 1:4 - 5,8 -- And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

Acts 2 occurs 7-10 days after ascension

Acts 2:1-13
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from 
every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, 
and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his 
own language.

Acts 2:1-13
7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians-- we hear them telling in our own tongues 
the mighty works of God." 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, "What does this mean?" 13 But others mocking said, "They are filled 
with new wine."
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THE EVENT
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.

THE AUDIENCE
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 
And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language?
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THE SCOPE
9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabians

THE RESPONSE
11b -- we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God." 12 
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this 
mean?" 13 But others mocking said, "They are filled with new wine."


