
Inspiration and Inerrancy: What am I? 

View of 
Inspiration and 
Inerrancy

#1: Loving 
moral 
principles 
only, 
inspiration is 
present 
when it is 
common 
with other 
religions

#2: Loving 
moral 
principles with 
death and 
resurrection 
that results in 
all mankind 
saved. That 
results in all 
being saved

#3: Scripture 
becomes the 
word of God 
when you read it 
for yourself and 
your situation

#4: The Bible is 
inspired in matters of 
key faith issues, and 
in the key 
overarching themes 
of practice.
 and Matter of 
Exhortations that are 
given to a specific 
group, church, 
people are often 
descriptive and not 
transcendent truth.

#5: Inspiration in 
matters of faith and 
faith practice only. 
History and science 
are not inspired 

#6. The Gospel 
of Jesus is 
primary, all else 
is secondary 
and not of equal 
inspiration

#7: All matters in 
which it touches , 
with a possibility of 
genre figurative 
understanding of 
early history, and 
OT prophecy  
typologically 
fulfilled in Christ 

#8: In all 
matters which it 
touches with an 
emphasis on 
literalness, and 
singular 
meaning of 
terms

#9. On all 
matters, you can 
figure out what to 
do from the Bible

Inerrancy No No No No No No Yes Yes Yes

Hermeneutical 
Approach

Loving 
moral only, 
look  for 
historical 
Jesus, just a 
few 
authentic 
teachings of 
Jesus

Loving moral 
only, look  for 
historical 
Jesus, just a 
few authentic 
teachings of 
Jesus

Understanding 
the original 
setting, take 
away the culture 
and see the truth 
within your 
culture

Sort out the 
transcendent truth 
from the culturally 
expressed truth

Uphold what is 
necessary for faith 
and godly living

Two levels of 
understanding, 
what Jesus said 
is more 
important, and 
what Paul said is 
less important,

Usually traditional 
Reformed 
approach, can 
include 
evangelicals who 
are not Reformed, 
and not 
fundamentalists

Usually a 
fundamentalist 
approach, 
approach of 
traditional 
dispensationalis
ts

Ultra-
fundamentalist 
approach, as well 
as a Pentecostal 
approach to the 
Bible

Evolution and the 
Historical Adam 
and Eve

Affirm 
evolution, 
deny 
historical 
Adam and 
Eve

Affirm 
evolution, deny 
historical Adam 
and Eve

Actual creation 
and the historical 
are are 
expressed in a 
cultural way. It 
was truth to the 
people it was 
written to

Actual creation and 
the historical are 
expressed in a 
cultural way. It was 
truth to the people it 
was written to

Usually all for 
evolution as it is not 
a matter of faith, but 
the historicity of 
Adam and Eve can 
might be understood 
as historical as it is a 
matter of faith

Not important, 
not an issue, the 
issue is following 
Christ

Some hold to 
creation, others 
evolution, but all 
hold to the 
historicity of Adam 
and Eve

Usually hold to 
special creation 
and not 
evolution, hold 
to the historical 
Adam and Eve

Holds to creation 
as written

Egalitarian/
Complementarian 
Issue

Egalitarian Egalitarian Egalitarian Flexible, as it is a 
cultural truth rather 
and a transcendent 
truth

Usually Egalitarian Jesus did not 
talk about it, not 
important

Usually 
Complementarian, 
only a handful of 
Egalitarians who 
hold to Inerrancy

Usually 
Complementari
an, only a 
handful of 
Egalitarians 
who hold to 
Inerrancy

Complementar-
ian

Homosexuality Affirming Affirming Affirming Flexible, as it is a 
cultural truth rather 
than a transcendent 
truth

Usually not affirming Usually not 
affirming

Not affirming Not affirming Not affirming


