
Inspiration of the 
Bible

Critically important as  
your understanding 

determines what you 
need to believe and 
how you should live

2 Timothy 3:16 

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in 

righteousness; so that the 
man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.



At this time, this 
included the Old 

Testament and the 
beginning writings of 
the New Testament

Concepts and Issues

Key Concepts



Views concerning truth 

-Includes error 

-Includes cultural perspectives 
which were at that time accepted 

as fact 

-Inerrancy

Views on Degree of Detail 

-very little 

-to major concepts 

-to the very words 

Views on degree of literalness 

-everything is a cultural metaphor 

-metaphor and literalness is 
determined by literary genre and 

hermeneutics 

-almost everything is literal 



Views from Protestant theological 
categories 

-liberal 

-neo orthodox 

-general inerrantist 

-inerrantist with literal bent 

Views on the role of the Spirit 

-Spirit will lead you to a passage  for you to 
live by at that moment 

-Spirit will lead you to what the interpretation 
is 

-Spirit will lead in deep meditation through 
your study of the Scripture 

Key Issues 

Science 

History 

Morality 

Old Testament Prophecy 



Sample statements

Dallas Theological 
Seminary

We believe that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God,” by which we understand the whole Bible is inspired 
in the sense that holy men of God “were moved by the 
Holy Spirit” to write the very words of Scripture. We 
believe that this divine inspiration extends equally and 
fully to all parts of the writings—historical, poetical, 
doctrinal, and prophetical—as appeared in the original 
manuscripts. We believe that the whole Bible in the 
originals is therefore without error. We believe that all the 
Scriptures center about the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
person and work in His first and second coming, and 
hence that no portion, even of the Old Testament, is 
properly read, or understood, until it leads to Him. We also 
believe that all the Scriptures were designed for our 
practical instruction.



Presbyterian Church 
USA

The church confesses the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God written, witnessing to God’s self-revelation. 
Where that Word is read and proclaimed, Jesus 
Christ the Living Word is present by the inward 
witness of the Holy Spirit. For this reason the reading, 
hearing, preaching, and confessing of the Word are 
central to Christian worship. The session shall ensure 
that in public worship the Scripture is read and 
proclaimed regularly in the common language(s) of 
the particular church.

Presbyterian Church 
of America (PCA)



We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original 
manuscripts. The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth 
and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith 
and practice.

Fuller Seminary

Scripture is an essential part and trustworthy 
record of this divine self-disclosure. All the 

books of the Old and New Testaments, given by 
divine inspiration, are the written word of God, 

the only infallible rule of faith and practice. They 
are to be interpreted according to their context 
and purpose and in reverent obedience to the 
Lord who speaks through them in living power.



Harvard Divinity 
School

Regent College

The divine inspiration of Holy Scripture 
and its consequent entire 

trustworthiness and supreme authority 
in all matters of faith and conduct.



Peninsula Bible 
Church

We believe that the original writings 
of both Old and New Testaments 

were breathed out by God to 
prophets, apostles, and apostolic 
associates by means of the Spirit, 
who chose the words employed 
according to the personality and 

background of the human author, and 
that these writings were without error 
and are of supreme and final authority 

in the lives of believers in any age. 


